
“Beadwork in Ukraine: Past Present & Future”

Slide presentation was launched at Great Lakes Beadworkers Guild, MI on Sep 21, 2004

About the presentation:

See the rich legacy of beadwork from Ukraine. In the past each region had its own 
distinctive style and people could tell exactly where someone was from by their folk 
dress and accessories. As there were no ‘beadwork’ patterns, Ukrainians incorporated 
traditional embroidery patterns in netting and loomwork. This eventually evolved into 
broad collars and loomed pieces done in contemporary colors. These bead pieces have a 
distinctive look and yet can easily be worn with today’s fashions. Maria shows how 
beadwork is evolving in independent Ukraine. The new work resembles nothing from the  
past and shows how the universality of the bead movement. 

Presentations:
• Great Lakes Beadworkers Guild, Royal Oak, MI – Sep 2004
• Ukrainian Heritage Center, Manor College, Philadelphia, PA – Oct 2004
• Wild West Bead Society, Dallas, TX – May 2005
• Dallas Bead Society, TX – May 2005
• Toronto Bead Society, ON – Jan 2006
• New York Bead Society, NY – Apr 2006
• Oseredok Ukrainian Cultural Centre, Winnipeg, MB – May 2006
• South Jersey Bead Society, Morristown, NJ – Apr 2008
• Ukrainian National Museum, Chicago, IL– Jun 2008 
• Bead Society of Greater Chicago, IL – Nov 2008
• UCWLC Museum (Edmonton Eparchy), AB – Feb 2010
• Kule Folklore Centre, University of Alberta, Edmonton, AB – Feb 2010
• Ukrainian Museum of Canada (Edmonton), AB - Feb 2010

Speaker:
Maria Rypan is a worldwide respected bead artist, researcher and recognized expert on 
"gerdany", Ukrainian-style of beading. Her work is featured in many beadwork 
publications. Since 1995 Maria teaches, produces a kit line and lectures on beading and 
global folk arts.  http://www.rypandesigns.com, http://rypandesigns.blogspot.com
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